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Dorset Council

Date: Tuesday, 14 February 2023
Time: 6.30 pm
Venue: Council Chamber, County Hall, Dorchester, DT1 1XJ

All members of Dorset Council are requested to attend this meeting of the Full Council.
Chief Executive: Matt Prosser, County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1XJ

For more information about this agenda please contact Democratic Services
Meeting Contact susan.dallison@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting, apart from any items listed in
the exempt part of this agenda.

For easy access to all the council’'s committee agendas and minutes download the free
public app called Modern.Gov for use on your iPad, Android, and Windows tablet. Once
downloaded select Dorset Council.
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9. BUDGET STRATEGY AND MEDIUM-TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 3-4

To consider the Budget recommendations from Cabinet.

Appendix 2 to the report to be published as soon as it becomes
available.
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Pre-amble:

Withinflation and interest rate rises continuing to put pressure on families and households'
finances, afundis proposedto be created to directly target those most at need and assist with the
impact on publicwellbeing.

Thisfund will be directed tothose mostin needto give immediatesupportand make a real
difference by prioritisingitems necessary for day to day living such as food, energy costs and
essential household items.

Amendmentto the Budget:

“That Dorset Council establishes a Cost of Living Support Fund of £500,000, in total, to be spread
overthe nexttwoyears.

The fund to be financed by the amount remaining from central government support (estimated at
£104k) with, giventhe extremesituation currently facing our residents, the remaining balance
(estimated at £396k) taken from unallocated reserves”.

Proposed by ClIr Nick Ireland, seconded by ClIr Gill Taylor

Background Information:

The cost of livinghas been increasing across the UK since early 2021 with the UK’s annual inflation
rate at the highestit has beensince 1982, affecting the affordability of goods and services for
households - most significantly through risesin home energy costs, food, and fuel.

Peoplelivinginrural areas are disproportionately affected by fuel price increases because of the lack
of regularandinterlinked publictransportand longer distances to reach work, education, and health
services.

Further, forthose residentslivingin some areas, there is no price cap on solid fuel, bottled gas or
heatingoil, which many residentsinrural villages use.

Support has been provided from various sources over the past two years, some means tested, and
others more widely distributed but most have ended orare about to end.

The most recent (and final) tranche of the centrally funded Household Support Fund - a hardship
fundto supportthose struggling with the cost-of-living crisis - closed within hours of openingin
Dorset because of "unprecedented" demand.

Dorsetis receiving £591k from government forthe upcomingfinancial year (23/24) to help facilitate
a move towards a full 100% Council Tax discount to those who are currently receiving the existing
(Dorset Council) maximum of 90% discount. The estimated cost of thisis £487k for the nextfinancial
year, leaving a balance of £104k.
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